Daniel Howard
240 Hazelton Ave
Sunnyvale CA 94085

Aug 30th 2018

Via ECFS

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In the Matter of Petition of USTelecom for Forbearance Pursuant to
47 U.S.C. Section 160(c); WC Docket No. 18-141; Category 1

Dear FCC,

I am a successful IT professional. I got my start in the 90s, answering phones at an independent ISP
and getting folks online with their new modems. This was a great age when folks had a choice of
any number of Internet SERVICE Providers who could help them get up and running on AT&T's
local telephone infrastructure.

To this very day, I use the DSL option available from the local Internet Service Provider
(Sonic.net) over AT&T's wires. I use this despite the fiber optic cable AT&T has hung on the pole
in front of my house. Fiber would be so, so much faster, but I'm not going to pay for it until I have
a CHOICE of providers, like Sonic, who has always been great about answering the phone and
taking care of my Internet SERVICE needs.

Competitive services were the foundation of my career in IT. I believe they were a strong
foundation to get Americans online in the first place. Competitive services are, in my opinion,
REQUIRED, if you want to get Americans on to modern network technology today.

Daniel Howard



